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PRESENTATION OF THE SITE WITH
REGARDS TO STRATEGY

The site is set around the banks of the Allier
River that goes through the town of Moulins
and federates the territory of the Moulins
Community. The creation of a new building
to relieve the unique bridge submits the site
to major urban evolutions — the right bank,
as the heart of the old town, and the left
bank -a.k.a. La Madeleine- more salvage
and representing a potential support of new
urbanity. The Community wishes to boost an
overall development dynamic on this bank
through a rebalance that advantages the whole
conurbation.

HOW IS THE SITE CONNECTED TO THE
SESSION TOPIC - THE ADAPTABLE CITY?
We meant to receive innovative scenarios
of mutation for the sector, integrating the
dimension of nature in town, presenting an
adaptable management of the project and
adding value to the River while integrating the
constraints —environmental (floods), rules and
on the short-term (urbanize without growth).
The scenarios should also allow boosting
the conditions for economic and social
attractiveness of the heart of the urban area
and helping recapture the town in its human
dimensions through the creation of a new
mobility offer.

DID YOU DEFINE A SPECIFIC PROCESS
FOR THE URBAN DEVELOPMENT OF THE
SITE AFTER EUROPAN COMPETITION?

The Moulins Community wishes to go on with
the dynamic and the partnership with Europan
by organizing a workshop with the winning
teams and all the local partners to allow the
emergence and coproduction —in link with the
structuring projects of the community territory—
of an overall project shared by all the actors.
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The Theory of Evolution

TEAM POINT OF VIEW A town is an evolving
living structure. In which way can we anticipate
future changes? What lingers on in spite of
changes and what does not survive changes
in a town? We looked for answers in natural
sciences in which concepts about adaptability,
transformation or evolution are developed.
According to Lamarck, if the living conditions
of a species are altered, then the individuals
must make their organs evolve to guarantee
their survival. An active participation is
imposed. Behaviours imply adaptation.
Then a town is the coproduction of its whole
inhabitants. Darwin’s theory is based on the
idea that individuals composing the same
species are all different from one another.
The only surviving individuals are those
casually equipped with the most optimized
characteristics for a specific environment. The
struggle for living can be interpreted as an
economic competition. Then a town seems to
be the sum of individual patterns.

These postulates are additional for the analysis
of urban dynamics and constitute tools in the
development of a sustainable town, though
scientifically opposed. The town of Moulins,
crossed by the Allier River, suffers from
macrocephaly — the right bank developed at
the detriment of the left one. But this bank
already has the necessary organs for its
survival. Irrigating, hybridizing and stimulating
the good organs allow urban development
and keep on offering a possibility for organs
to evolve depending on the residents’ need.

JURY POINT OF VIEW The project considers
the development of the city over the long
term, with respect to natural or anthropogenic
alterations to the river system. By identifying
the parts that reflect natural evolution and
those that reflect human alterations, the project
divides into nine territories related to specific
types of action. The cartographic layering
of these territories reveals a fluid landscape
structure, reflecting a set of deliberate
transformations that do not prevent the natural
evolution of the milieus.




